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The deep-brown wool of Ochroma lagopus Sw. (Fig. 58) consists of
moderately thick-walled hairs (walls 6-7^ thick in hairs 30-40;* broad)
which break with the formation of splinters (y) or short elbows (x).
They contain a granular material at the base and the apex (6, e), but
are otherwise empty. The walls are especially thick at the base and the

FIG. 58.   Vegetable Down from Ockroma lagopus.    (T. F. HANAUSEK.)
m middle piece; b basal piece; e apex; x and y broken places; ba a thin, flattened, and
induplicate hair.
pointed apex. In addition to the typical hairs, appearing under the
microscope of a deep-yellow color, are others which are nearly colorless,
flattened, often much folded, with indistinct outline and finely striated
surface. The typical hairs are 25-54^, mostly 30-37^, broad.
The different kinds of vegetable down are used chiefly for stuffing
mattresses, cushions, etc.